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Basic Information

	Frequency of Journal
	Quarterly (Four issues annually

	Review Type
	Double-blind peer-reviewed

	Journal Type
	Open access

	Publication Fee
	Free of cost

	Publication Portal
	OJS

	Average Publication Time
	20-24 Weeks

	Timeliness of Publication (mention the month/date of publication of relevant volume/issue).
	Issue1, March
Issue2, June
Issue 3, September,
Issue 4, December

	ISSN (E)
ISSN (P)
	2663-4201
2663-4198

	No. of Volume/ Issues Published
	3 Volumes, 12 issues

	HEC-Recognized
	Y-Category










1. Guidelines for submission of research articles
a. Manuscript Submission
Manuscripts submitted to BioScientific Review (BSR) shouldn’t be under consideration or being reviewed for publication in any other journal in any form. Duplicate submissions and submission of plagiarized content is not acceptable because it stands in blatant violation of publication ethics. 
b. Submission Checklist
The authors are requested to familiarize themselves with author guidelines and submission requirements of BSR before submitting their papers. There are no restrictions on the number of figures, word count and length of manuscripts but the text should be kept comprehensive and concise.
c. Article Type Specifications
	Article Description
	Abstract
	Word Limit
	Tables/ Figures
	References

	Articles (Please see ‘Preparation of Articles’ below for further details)
Full length articles
Articles report significant original basic research
 
	Unstructured abstract
	Abstract: 250 words
Article: 5,000 –
6000 words excluding abstract, references, figures and tables.
	Max of Wo10
	Max of 60. Please use as recent as possible.

	 
Short communication
Articles report significant original basic research
 
	Unstructured abstract
	Abstract: 250 words
Article: 1500 –
2000 words excluding abstract, references, figures and tables.
	Max of 05
	Max of 25. Please use as recent as possible.

	Letter to editor
Letters provide rapid and concise report of a novel finding that is brief in nature but is of general interest to the field. There should be no more than 10 authors.
	Abstract
	Abstract: 250 words
Article: 1500 –
2000 words excluding abstract, references, figures and tables.
	Max of 5
	Max of 20

	Reviews Articles
Review Articles aim to provide accessible, authoritative overviews of a field or topic. Reviews should communicate a sense of enthusiasm, weaving background information with the latest advances, and placing both of these elements in the context of the rest of the field.
	Unstructured abstract
Submission of graphical abstract of manuscript is mandatory
	Abstract: 250 words
Article: 6,000 words max excluding abstract, references, figures and tables.
	Max of 8
	Max of 100

	Case Reports
Case Reports should provide unique insight into disease mechanisms or diagnostic applications
	Unstructured abstract
 
	Abstract: 250 words
Article: 2000 words max excluding abstract, references, figures and tables.
	Max of 3
	Max of 25

	 
Commentary/opinion/perspective/Obituary
	No abstract
	2000 words including references
	01
	10

	Editorials (Invited only)
Proposals for Editorials may be submitted.
	No abstract required
	2,000 words
	Max 1
	Max 15


Word limits are provided for guidance only. The Editors will consider submissions that exceed the recommended limit, subject to feedback received during peer review. No more than 3 co-corresponding authors, no more than 6 co-first authors for each paper.
d. Preparation of Articles
Please note that Articles must contain the following components. Please see below for further details. Other Article Types needn’t following the order. Please see below for further details.
· Cover letter
· Title page
· Abstract
· Introduction
· Methodology
· Results
· Discussion
· Conclusion
· Acknowledgements
· Author Contributions
· Conflict of Interest
· References
· Figure legends
· Tables
· Figures
Cover Letter:
All manuscripts submitted to BSR, must be accompanied by a cover letter declaring that
· This manuscript is original, is not published, in press, or submitted elsewhere in English or any other language, and is not currently being considered for publication elsewhere.
· It should declare that all authors have approved the content of the manuscript and have contributed significantly to the work.
· It should declare that all authors agree with submission of this manuscript to BSR.
· Affiliations, email addresses, postal addresses of all contributing authors. One author should be designated as the corresponding author.
Abstract: The abstract should briefly (no more than 250 words) describe in complete sentences the scope of the investigation, the results obtained and the major conclusions.
Introduction: The introduction should give a brief background knowledge related to the research and should be as concise as possible.
Methodology: The section should be described clearly and referenced in adequate detail, so that all experimental procedures can be reproduced. Authors should provide the name of the manufacturer and their location for any specifically named medical equipment and instruments.
Results: The results should present the experimental data in tables and figures with suitable descriptions.
Discussion: The discussion should focus on the interpretation and significance of the findings with concise objective comments.
Conclusion: Discussion should be followed by a paragraph (Max 6-7 lines) of conclusion of your study.
Acknowledgements: The acknowledgments should be brief and include financial supports along with the numbers of grants.
Author Contributions: The contributions of each author should be listed in general terms, for example, M, Ali designed experiments and helped write the manuscript.
Conflict of Interest: Authors must declare whether or not there are any competing financial or non-financial interests in relation to the work described. This information must be included at this stage and will be published as part of the paper. For further details please visit policies and guidelines on journal’s website.
References: The journal follows AMA manual of style (11th Edition) but the intext citations are arranged with a slight modification. The reference should be cited in the text by number only in square brackets, e.g. “Thompson et al [2] reported ...” or “... as previously described [2, 5–7]”, and list them in REFERENCES section, in the order of citation in the text, Tables and Figures (not alphabetically). If the same work is again need to cite in the same article then author should assign the same number. Only published (and accepted for publication) journal articles, books, and book chapters qualify for REFERENCES.  Name of journal should be abbreviated according to the PubMed Journals Database (NLM, NIH).
List of REFERENCES must be prepared as under:
1. Journals
Print Journal Articles
General format:
Author(s). Article title. Abbreviated Journal Title. Year; vol(issue):pages.
Online Journal Articles
The same general format is followed for an online journal article, but with the addition of either a DOI (digital object identifier) or URL/accessed date (only if no DOI is available) at the end.
 General format with DOI:
Author. Article title. Abbreviated Journal Title. Year;vol(issue):pages. doi:xx.xx.
 General format without DOI:
Author. Article title. Abbreviated Journal Title. Year;vol(issue);pages. URL. Published date. Updated date. Accessed date.
· The accessed date will often be the only date available.
 For all reference entries, list all authors if six or less, otherwise list first three followed by “et al”
· 1-6 authors: Smith IS, Hanson JP, Adams.
· 7 or more authors: Wormser GP, Ramanathan R, Nowakowski J, et al.
1. Ogedegbe ABO, Eloka EV. Biodiversity of termites on farmlands in Ugoniyekorhionmwon, Orhionwmon local government area, Edo State, Nigeria. Int J Pure Appl Sci Technol. 2015;27(2): 65-762.
2. Abd-Elmonem AM, Elhady HS. Effect of rebound exercises on balance in children with spastic diplegia. Int J Ther Rehabil. 2018;25(9):467-474. https://doi.org/10.12968/ijtr.2018.25.9.467
3. Books
 Print Books
General format:
Author(s). Chapter title. In: Editor(s). Book Title. Edition number (if applicable). City, State (or country) of publisher: Publisher’s name; copyright year:pages (if chapter of book).
 Electronic/Online Books
General format:
Follow the same general format for a print book, but add the URL and accessed date at the end of the reference.
· If the reference is for an entire book, the information on the chapter title and page numbers is not included
For all reference entries, list all authors if six or less, otherwise list first three followed by “et al”.
· 1-6 authors: Smith IS, Hanson JP, Adams WE.
· 7 or more authors: Wormser GP, Ramanathan R, Nowakowski J, et al.
1. Blair E, Cans C. The Definition of Cerebral Palsy. In: Panteliadis CP, ed. Cerebral Palsy A Multidisciplinary Approach. Cham: Springer International Publishing; 2018:13-17.c.
2. Government/Organization Reports
Government and organization reports are generally treated like electronic journal or book references, depending on the type of report.
· Provide the published, updated, and accessed dates if however, the accessed date will often be the only date available.
1. World Health Organization. Equitable access to essential medicines: a framework for collective action.http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2004/WHO_EDM_2004.4.pdf. Published March 2004. Accessed December 6, 2005.
Figure Legends: These should be brief, specific and appear on a separate manuscript page after the References section.
Tables: Tables should only be used to present essential data; they should not duplicate what is written in the text. It is imperative that any tables used are editable. Each can be uploaded as a separate file or after the Figure legends.
Please make sure each table is cited within the text and in the correct order, e.g. (Table 3).
Figures: Figures and images should be labelled sequentially and cited in the text. Figures should not be embedded within the text but rather appear on a separate manuscript page after the References section
Please note: All parts of a figure should be grouped together. Where possible large figures and tables should be included as supplementary material.
Graphs, Histograms, Statistics 
· Plotting individual data points is preferred to just showing means, especially where N<10
· If error bars are shown, they must be described in the figure legend
· Axes on graphs should extend to zero, except for log axes
· Statistical analyses (including error bars and p values) should only be shown for independently repeated experiments, and must not be shown for replicates of a single experiment
· The number of times an experiment was repeated
· (N) must be stated in the legend
Standard abbreviations: Abbreviations should be defined in full at their first usage in the body of the manuscript, in the conventional manner. Terms used less than four times should not be abbreviated.
Reuse of Display Items: It is the responsibility of the author to seek permission for reuse of previously published tables or figures. When a manuscript is submitted to the journal, please make sure of obtaining prior permission from the original source.
Supplementary Information: Supplementary information is peer-reviewed material directly relevant to the conclusion of an article that cannot be included in the printed version owing to space or format constraints. The article must be complete and self-explanatory without the Supplementary Information, which is posted on the journal's website and linked to the article. Supplementary Information may consist of data files, graphics, movies or extensive tables. Authors should submit supplementary information files in the FINAL format as they are not edited, typeset or changed, and will appear online exactly as submitted. When submitting Supplementary Information, authors are required to:
Include a text summary (no more than 50 words) to describe the contents of each file.
Identify the types of files (file formats) submitted.
Include the text “Supplementary information is available at (journal name)’s website” at the end of the article and after the references.
Formatting style
Text should be single spaced on A4 (7" × 9") paper size with 1 inch margins. All pages and lines are to be numbered.
Use a coarse hatching pattern rather than shading for tints in graphs. Use Times New Roman with font size12 for text and 14 for headings
Colour should be distinct when being used as an identifying tool.
At first mention of a manufacturer country name should be provided.
Statistical methods: For normally distributed data, mean (SD) is the preferred summary statistic. Relative risks should be expressed as odds ratios with 95% confidence interval. To compare two methods for measuring a variable the method of Bland & Altman (1986, Lancet 1, 307–310) should be used; for this, calculation of P only is not appropriate.
Units: Use metric units (SI units) as fully as possible. Preferably give measurements of energy in kiloJoules or MegaJoules with kilocalories in parentheses (1 kcal
= 4.186kJ). Use % throughout.
Abbreviations: On first using an abbreviation place it in parentheses after the full item. Very common abbreviations such as FFA, RNA, need not be defined. Note these abbreviations: gram g; litre l;
milligram mg; kilogram kg; kilojoule kJ; megajoule MJ; weight wt; seconds s; minutes min; hours h. Do not add s for plural units.

e. Language Editing
Authors who are not native speakers of English sometimes receive negative comments from referees or editors about the language and grammar usage in their manuscripts, which can contribute to a paper being rejected. To reduce the possibility of such problems, we strongly encourage such authors to have their manuscript reviewed for clarity by a colleague whose native language is English or using a professional language editing service where editors will improve the English to ensure that your meaning is clear and identify problems that require your review. Language editing does not guarantee that the article will be selected for peer review or accepted.
Please note that the journal provides a language editing service (free of cost) to only those manuscripts which have been accepted for publication.
Current Issue
2. Peer-review Policy
All submitted manuscripts are reviewed through a 'double-blind' peer review process that means the identities of the authors are kept confidential from the reviewers, and vice versa.

To make this possible, anonymized versions of the manuscript are sent to referees. Submitted papers are first considered by the editor after submission. Papers that do not fall within the scope of the journal are 'desk-rejected'. In addition, papers that fail to meet a minimum threshold for quality and originality are also rejected without being sent out to the reviewers.

Papers passing through this initial editorial scrutiny are then typically sent out to minimum of two referees (one national and one international). ". If one or more of these turn down the invitation to provide a review, other referees will subsequently be appointed. Normally, at least two authoritative reviews are needed before the respective editor can make a decision as to whether to accept, reject, or ask for a 'revise and resubmit' of the submitted paper.

3. Originality and Plagiarism Policy
It is the journal’s editorial policy to welcome the original work that is not under consideration for any other publication at the same time. All authors are obliged to be aware of the importance of presenting content that is based on their own research and expressed in their own words. Plagiarism is considered to be bad practice and unethical. As per the part of the journal’s Copyrights Policy, originality guidelines are designed to assist authors in understanding acceptable and unacceptable practices. Our approach is specifically aimed at promoting and protecting authors' work. The Peer Review Process ensures quality and is in accordance with the policy of the Higher Education Commission (HEC).

The following types of plagiarism should be avoided:

Verbatim copying - Verbatim copying of more than 10% or 15% (or a significant passage or section of text) of another person's work without acknowledgment, references, or the use of quotation marks.

Paraphrasing - Improper paraphrasing of another person's work is where more than one sentence within a paragraph or section of text has been changed or sentences have been rearranged without appropriate attribution. Significant improper paraphrasing (more than 10% of work) without appropriate attribution is treated as seriously as verbatim copying.

Re-using parts of a work without attribution - Re-use of elements of other person's work, for example, a figure, a table, or a paragraph without acknowledgment, references, or the use of quotation marks. It is incumbent on the author to obtain the necessary permission to reuse elements of another person's work from the copyright holder.

Self-plagiarism – It is required that all authors sign a copyright form that clearly states that their submitted work has not been published previously. If elements of a work have been previously published in another publication, including any UMT publication, the author is required to acknowledge the earlier work and indicate how the subsequent work differs and builds upon the research and conclusions contained in the previous work. Verbatim copying of the author's own work and paraphrasing is not acceptable and we recommend that research should only be reused to support new conclusions.

We recommend that authors cite all previous stages of publication and presentation of their ideas that have culminated in the final work, including conference papers, workshop presentations, and listserv communications. This will ensure that a complete record of all communication relating to the work is documented.

Republication of original work – Only original and innovative work is published in the journal with a small number of exceptions only. These exceptions include conference papers, archival papers that are republished in special issues and at the discretion of the editor. The original work is fully and correctly attributed and permission from the appropriate copyright holder is obtained. Besides, it is the author’s obligation to mention any facts in this regard in compliance with an ethical standard statement at the end of the manuscript.

Attribution - References to other publications must be in the AMA manual of style. All references should be carefully checked for completeness, accuracy, and consistency. You should include all author names and initials and give any journal title in full.

Handling allegations of plagiarism – The journal seeks to uphold academic integrity and to protect authors' rights and to ensure this, the editors take all cases of plagiarism very seriously. The editors are also aware of the potential impact of an allegation of plagiarism that can ruin a researcher's career. Therefore, they have procedures in place to deal with alleged cases of plagiarism. In order to take an unbiased approach, they investigate each case thoroughly, seeking clarification from all affected parties.

This journal is an academic publication and uses software such as Turnitin.com to get help when an alleged case of plagiarism is brought to the attention. If the editors are approached by a third party with an allegation of plagiarism, they would always seek a response from the author(s)/contributors or copyright holder(s) before deciding on a course of action. Their decisions will be unbiased and objective as well not influenced by other parties.

The journal is not obliged to discuss individual cases of alleged plagiarism with third parties. We reserve the right not to proceed further with a case if the complainant presents a false name or affiliation or acts in an inappropriate or threatening manner towards the journal editors and staff.

Prior Publication

If the submitted manuscript or its significant part has been previously published, it is not generally acceptable for publication in the journal. However, for abstracts and posters presented at conferences, the authors are responsible to inform the editor and acknowledge the first source of publication. Articles that have been presented at a conference but not published by the conference organizers may also be considered. The author should confirm that they have not granted the conference organizers a license to the work; if the author retains all the rights in the work, the journal editor may consider the article for publication based on the fact that articles presented at a conference are unlikely to be the same or substantially the same version as that being accepted by the journal. 

In all cases, the author should disclose any prior publication or distribution to the editor and ensure appropriate attribution to the prior distribution and/or publication of the material.
4. Subscription Details


1. All UMT journals are Open Access (OA) and have the Creative Commons Attribution CC By 4.0 International License. The material on the journals’ website is partially or fully accessible/readable without any charges.  Prints can be obtained only for research/academic purpose.
2. Subscription charges are being introduced only for printed copies, and are not applicable to online subscription or vice versa.
3. UMT journals reserve the right to change or amend the subscription policy.
4. UMT journals may demand article processing charges (APC) in future from the authors for the accepted manuscripts.
5. The receipt of subscription fee will be acknowledged through a letter.
6. The non-refundable subscription fee is required to be paid in advance through cheque/demand draft/bank transfer payable to the specific UMT account only. Payment into any personal account is not permitted. Currently, no agent is working as a third party for the subscription.
7. Inland postal charges are part of the subscription, while shipment charges are required for international subscribers.
8. Claims for loss of any issue will not be entertained in case of incomplete address or change in address without prior intimation.
9. UMT journals maintain postage record which can be shared on demand.

10. The following will be models for inland Subscription 

	Subscription Time
	1year
	2Years
	3years

	Amount
	Rs12000
	Rs20000
	Rs30000




5. Ethical Guidelines
· Ethical Policy for the Editors and Referees
Our editors and referees are required to declare any conflicts of interest related to the manuscript they are requested to evaluate. To ensure transparent double-blind peer-review, the identities of authors are not disclosed to referees, and vice versa. Manuscript submission by the editor/associate editor or by any member of the editorial board is not allowed as per HEC policy guidelines for the research journals. 
· Ethical Policy for the Authors
Authors are expected to adopt the general ethical standards in their research and writing, ensuring that:
· The submitted work or any of its essential content has not been previously published in a refereed journal and is not being considered for publication elsewhere. To ensure this, the editors screen out the submissions using the anti-plagiarism software, i.e. Turnitin.com.
· Published relevant material/work referred by the authors in their research must be properly cited as per AMA Manual of style formatting guidelines.
· Mentioning and acknowledging the sources of funding and significant help is the ethical obligation of the authors. It must be explicitly mentioned under the heading of ‘Compliance with the Ethical Standards’ at the end of the manuscript.
· Obtaining consent from the parties with vested interests is the ethical responsibility of the authors.
If a published paper or its essential content is found to have been published before or if any other unethical conduct by the authors is verified, the journal will take one or more of the following actions:
· Publishing a notice
· Retracting the paper
· Preventing the corresponding author from publishing in UMT Journals
Reporting the impropriety to the corresponding authors, co-authors, employer, head of the department (HOD), funding body, and HEC.
Experimental Ethics
For studies involving human or animal subjects, the authors must attach Biosafety and Bioethical approval from relevant statutory bodies. Moreover, the author(s) must include a statement declaring adherence to animal research reporting standards where applicable. The authors must ensure informed consent of human participants/subjects where applicable.
6. Privacy Statement
The journal respects the privacy and ensures that the personal information of the author(s) is protected in line with the intellectual property and copyrights Ordinance 1962 and is applicable to all personal information of users who are using services through the website. This privacy policy excludes information provided to the staff of UMT journals and public information. Our journal highly encourages research ethics, including confidentiality, consent, transparency, and integrity (e.g. reporting standards, conflicts of interest, research funding, appeals, and complaints. The journal’s privacy policy aligns with the Committee on Public Ethics (COPE) code of conduct.
We collect personal information to communicate with you, to collect feedback about services, to inform you about the latest news and events related to the journal. We collect personal information such as name, email addresses, academic qualifications, professional affiliations, address, contact number, city, state, and country of residence, and information that user voluntarily provide through various forms given on the website. For browsing, viewing, and downloading articles on this website user is not required to provide any personal information.
The journal’s website users may opt for not sharing personal information i.e. quit using the Website. Some services compulsorily require submitting personal information. For example, an author's name is required when submitting a manuscript. The journal never shares personal information of site users collected on this website and retains personal information as long as it is relevant to our purpose or until you request to remove your information from your database. If any user wants to remove his/her personal information, he/she may contact at “Contact Us” page. The UMT journals may require no personal information which might include your gender, zip code, and date of birth, education, occupation, financial information, and interests. The journal uses your information to improve the quality of products and services, to keep our users up-to-date. We may combine personal information with other information when required.
You agree to the terms and conditions of the privacy policy by using the website. We may make changes in the privacy policy in the case of exceptional circumstances. We recommend that to check the privacy statement regularly to keep you updated about such changes. You have to exit the site immediately if you don’t agree to any terms and conditions of the privacy statement.


6. Author Agreement Form
Copyright, Author(s) Consent & Declaration Form
[bookmark: _Hlk91234910]It is mandatory for all the authors who submit their manuscript for publication in the BioScientific Review (BSR) to complete this Performa. The duly filled and signed copy of this form must be emailed to the journal’s editorial office at editorialoffice.bsr@umt.edu.pk 
[bookmark: _Hlk91661542]I myself  on behalf of my co-authors (listed below), hereby give my consent to publish my/our Research Paper/Case Study/Review Paper titled “-----------------------“ in the BioScientific Review published by University of Management and Technology (UMT) protected by copyright under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license. Moreover, 
1. I/We declare that the manuscript under consideration contains solely my/our original work that is neither published previously nor under consideration for publishing in any other journal in any form. 
2. I/We have contributed substantially towards the preparation of the manuscript in order to claim the right to authorship. 
3. I/We have ensured that all those who have substantially contributed in this manuscripts have been included in the author list and they have agreed to the order of authorship. 
4. I/We have ensured that all co-authors have seen and approved the final version of the paper and have agreed to its submission for publication. Others who have participated in certain substantive aspect of the research have been acknowledged for their contribution in an "Acknowledgement" section. 
5. I/We have abided by all the ethical guidelines mentioned on the journal website https://journals.umt.edu.pk/index.php/jcct/Policies-Guidelines

Details of Author’s Contribution
Please indicate each author’s contribution in the given field by using the ‘Partially’ or ‘Fully’ scale. 
	Author Name
	Institutional
Affiliation
	Contribution
	ORCID
	Institutional Email Address
	Contact Number

	1- 
	
	
	
	
	

	2- 
	
	
	
	
	

	3- 
	
	
	
	
	

	4- 
	
	
	
	
	

	5- 
	
	
	
	
	



Conflict of Interest, Funding and Acknowledgment

	Funding: Please add: “This research received no external funding” or “This research was funded by NAME OF FUNDER, grant number XXX”. 
	

	Conflicts of Interest[footnoteRef:1]: Declare conflicts of interest or state “The authors declare no conflict of interest.”  [1:  Authors must identify and declare any personal circumstances or interest that may be perceived as inappropriately influencing the representation or interpretation of reported research results. Any role of the funders in the design of the study; in the collection, analyses or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, or in the decision to publish the results must be declared in this section. If there is no role, please state “The funders had no role in the design of the study; in the collection, analyses, or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, or in the decision to publish the results”.] 


	

	Acknowledgments: In this section you can acknowledge any support given which is not covered by the author contribution or funding sections. This may include administrative and technical support, or donations in kind (e.g., materials used for experiments).

	

	Supplementary Materials: [The authors can skip this statement if no supplementary material is associated with the article.]

	


Copyright Statement
1. Under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license, authors retain copyright and grant the journal right of first publication with the work simultaneously licensed under CC-by 4.0 you are free to:
· Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
· Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Under the following terms:
· Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.
· No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
2. Herewith, we the authors, warrant that this contribution is original and that the corresponding author has full powers to submit this paper to the journal for possible publication. The corresponding author signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this material on behalf of any and all co-authors.
3. After submission of this agreement signed by the corresponding author, changes of authorship or in the order of the authors listed will not be accepted.

☐ I have read and understood the above declaration of copyright statement and agree to it on behalf of myself and co-authors.

Name(s): _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
Signature(s): ____________________________________________
Date Signed: ____________________________________________


Note: The journal’s editorial board will process your manuscript ONLY after receiving this form. Please sign and return this copy to the journal’s editor within same day.



7. Article Processing/Publication Fee
Articles published in BSR are Open Access with no Article Processing Charges (APC). Authors do not pay APC and Article Publication Fee (APF) to cover the costs of peer-review, language editing, production of articles in PDF, and dissemination of published papers in various venues, in addition to other publishing functions.

All the expenses are borne by its publisher, the University of Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan. There are no charges for rejected articles, no submission charges, and no surcharges based on the length of an article, figures, or supplementary data. All the items (Manuscripts, Editorials, Teaching Modules, Corrections, Addendums, Retractions, Comments, etc.) are published free of charge.

8. Disclosure and Conflict of Interest
A Declaration of Conflicting Interests policy refers to a formal policy a journal may have to require a conflict of interest statement or conflict of interest disclosure from a submitting or publishing author.
The Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) states in its Guidelines on Good Publication Practice (2003) that: “Conflicts of interest arise when authors, reviewers, or editors have interests that are not fully apparent and that may influence their judgments on what is published. They have been described as those which, when revealed later, would make a reasonable reader feel misled or deceived.”
Many scholars, researchers, and professionals may have potential conflicts of interest that could have an effect on or could be seen to have an effect on their research. As a result, the journal requires a formal declaration of conflicting interests enabling a statement to be carried within the paginated published article.
A potential conflict of interest may arise from relationships, allegiances, or hostilities to particular groups, organizations, or interests, which may influence one’s judgments or actions excessively. The issue is particularly sensitive when such interests are private and/or may result in personal gain.
All manuscripts submitted to the journal are evaluated fairly and are not necessarily rejected when any competing interests are declared. 
Examples of conflicts of interest might include the following, although it is not an exhaustive list:
· Having received fees for consulting.
· Having received research funding.
· Having been employed by a related company.
· Holding stocks or shares in a company that might be affected by the publication of your paper.
· Having received funds reimbursing you for attending a related symposium, or talk.
 If there are other interests that the reasonable reader might feel have affected your research you may also wish to declare them. (Please note that it is not expected that details of financial arrangements be disclosed when a competing interest is declared.)
Conflict of interests
Upon identification of any conflict of interest, the editors may require more information from the author that may include the following:
1. Acknowledgment of financial support/sponsorship in their contribution.
2. Any commercial or financial involvements that might present an appearance of a conflict of interest related to the contribution are disclosed in a covering letter accompanying the contribution and all such potential conflicts of interest will be discussed with the editor as to whether disclosure of this information with the published contribution is to be made in the journal.
3. If they have signed an agreement with any sponsor of the research reported in the Contribution that prevents you from publishing both positive and negative results or that forbids you from publishing this research without prior approval of the sponsor.
4. If they have checked the manuscript submission guidelines to ensure whether the journal requires a Declaration of Conflicting Interests and have complied with the requirements specified where such a policy exists.
Authors are required to fill and sign the Copyright and Author Consent Form upon submitting the manuscript.
Editor obligations regarding conflicting interests
The same obligations equally apply to the editors or guest editors writing an editorial for the journal. When you are submitting or publishing your article in a journal that requires you to make a Declaration of Conflicting Interests, please include such a declaration at the end of your manuscript after any Acknowledgements and prior to the Funding Acknowledgement, Notes (if relevant), and References, under the heading 'Declaration of Conflicting Interest'. If no conflict exists, please state that 'The Author(s) declare(s) that there is no conflict of interest'.
 *Please note, a Conflict of Interest Statement will not appear in journals that do not require a declaration of conflicting interests. Where a declaration is required the disclosure information must be specific and include any financial relationship that all authors of the article have with any sponsoring organization and the for-profit interests the organization represents, and with any for-profit product discussed or implied in the text of the article.

9. Correction and Retraction of Research Articles
Authors who discover errors in articles they have published should have the corresponding author contact the journal’s editorial office with a detailed description of the correction that is needed. Corrigenda (corrections of author’s errors) and errata (corrections of publisher’s errors) will be published at no charge to the authors. Requests for corrections that affect the interpretation or conclusions of a published article will be reviewed by the editors.
An article may be retracted when the integrity of the published work is substantially undermined owing to errors in the conduct, analysis, and/or reporting of the study. Violation of publication or research ethics may also result in a study’s retraction. The original article is marked as retracted but a PDF version remains available to readers, and the retraction statement is bi-directionally linked to the original published paper. Retraction statements will typically include a statement of assent or dissent from the authors.
In exceptional circumstances, the editorial office reserves the right to remove an article from the journal’s online platforms. Such action may be taken when (i) the editorial office has been advised that content is defamatory, infringes a third party’s intellectual property right, right to privacy, or other legal rights, or is otherwise unlawful; (ii) a court or government order has been issued, or is likely to be issued, requiring removal of such content; (iii) content, if acted upon, would pose an immediate and serious risk to health. Removal may be temporary or permanent. Bibliographic metadata (e.g. title and authors) will be retained and will be accompanied by a statement explaining why the content has been removed.  

10. Contribution and Consent of each Author 
a. Authorship Credit
Authorship credits may only be given to those who have made a substantial contribution in constructing the article.
The corresponding author of the article holds the responsibility to give credits to the co-authors that are significantly involved in the work. Also, the corresponding author should make sure that all the co-authors have approved the final submission and ready-to-publish version of the article. Others who have participated in certain substantive aspects of the research should be acknowledged for their contribution in an "Acknowledgement" section.
b. Changes in Authorship
The authors are fully responsible to provide the names of the authors upon submitting the article to the journal. Once the article is accepted for publication, any addition, deletion, or rearrangement of the authors’ names will not be entertained unless approved by the journal’s editor. To request such a change, the corresponding author must provide the journal’s editor with (a) the reason for the change in the author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all authors that they agree with the addition, removal, or rearrangement, along with the confirmation from the author being added or removed. Only in exceptional circumstances and with considerable reason/s will the editor may consider the addition, deletion, or rearrangement of authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the editor considers the request, the processing of the manuscript for publication will be put on hold. If the manuscript has already been published in an online issue, any requests may not be entertained by the editor.
c. Order of Authors
It is the responsibility of the authors to have a mutual agreement on the order of the authors before submitting the article to the journal. Any such disagreements must be ruled out before the submission.
d. Guest Authorship
The “guest” author makes no significant contributions to the study, hence, does not qualify for authorship. The UMT journals do not allow the appearance of guest authorship on the articles.
e. Anonymous Authorship
Because authorship should be transparent and requires public accountability, it is not appropriate to use pseudonyms or to publish scientific reports anonymously. In extremely rare cases, when the author can make a credible claim that attaching his or her name to the document could cause serious hardship (e.g., a threat to personal safety or loss of employment), a journal editor may decide to publish anonymous content.
f. Acknowledgment
In the Acknowledgments section, authors may wish to include the names and contributions of those whose involvement in a study did not qualify them for authorship (because of the journal policy) but have contributed to the article in some way.
g. Contributors
"Ghost" and/or "Guest" author phenomenon has been common in the traditional listing of research papers. This has been raising inappropriate authorship practice in which some individuals did not have an actual input in the experiment. For this, the journal highly recommends that only authors who have made a significant scientific contribution to the research in the manuscript shall be listed individually in the submitted manuscript (including students and lab technicians).
h. Duplicate Submission
Articles that are found to have been published elsewhere, or are under consideration for publishing elsewhere, will be considered as "duplicated" material. In case the author(s) have used their own previously published work (or work that is currently under review), they are asked to cite the previous work and indicate how their submitted manuscript offers novel contributions and adds value differently (from the previous work).
i. Citation Manipulation
Submitted manuscripts that are found to include citations in order to increase the number of citations to a given author’s work, or to articles published in a particular journal, will be considered as a "citation manipulation"-containing material.
11. Another National and International Guidelines

· Confidentiality Policy
The editors and the publication handling/managing staff keep all information about a submitted manuscript confidential and share it only with those involved in the evaluation, review, and publication processes as per the journal’s publication policy. The journal is operating through an automated journal management system to ensure a transparent double-blind peer review process as well as the confidentiality of the information. The Editors should consider adding a confidentiality notice to all correspondence, including reviewer forms, to serve as a reminder to authors, editors, and reviewers.
· Informed Consent Policy
1. Authors are responsible to make the subjects aware of data protection regarding any personal data and confidentiality. 
2. The authors need to check the specific biobank/biorepository policies or any other type of data provider policies to ensure non-bio research.
3. Authors must obtain consent regarding the already available data and/or biological material, if applicable.
4. For all research involving human subjects, the author(s) must obtain freely-given informed consent to participate in the study from participants (or their parents or legal guardian in the case of children under 16) and a statement to this effect should appear in the manuscript.
5. For studies involving vulnerable groups where there is the potential for coercion or where consent may not have been fully informed, extra care may be taken by the editor and may be referred to the Advisory/Editorial board.
6. Authors should make sure to also seek consent from individuals to publish their data prior to submitting their paper to a journal. This is in particular applicable to case studies.
7. A structured ‘Declaration’ (funding, conflict of interest/competing interests, Ethical approval, consent, data and/or code availability, and authors’ contribution statements) should be included in the manuscript before the ‘Reference’ section. 
· Advertisement Policy
The journal does not accept or publish any advertisements.
Complaints
BSR publishes corrections only when significant errors arise from author errors (Corrigenda) or editorial mistakes (Errata). If there is a serious complaint about a journal’s own procedures, the Editor-in-Chief will confer with the corresponding author and any relevant members of the editorial board in order to resolve the problem. The advisory board of BSR will be consulted if further guidance is required, and if the above procedures prove unacceptable, the matter will be referred for outside adjudication as per COPE guidelines
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