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Romanticizing the Monster: A Postmodern Study of L.J. Smith’s The
Vampire Diaries

Jonathan Caleb Imdad*

Lecturer, Department of English, Forman Christian College (A Chartered
University), Lahore, Pakistan

Abstract

This research explores the influence and impact of postmodernism on the
transformation of monstrous archetypes in contemporary literature by
focusing on L.J. Smith’s The Vampire Diaries. The study primarily
examines the romanticization and humanization of vampires and how
monsters in the postmodern age no longer serve as evil antagonists. In the
present research, a qualitative and explorative research design is used
through a postmodern lens to argue that the concept of monstrosity
embraces subjectivity and ambiguity in the modern world. Jean Francois
Lyotards description of the postmodern condition as a sense of skepticism
toward dominant metanarratives is central to this shift, as it challenges
classical binaries and dismantles rigid societal norms. This disposition of
fluidity and relativity of meaning is exemplified in The Vampire Diaries
through the portrayal of vampires as normal human beings as Smith strikes
a delicate balance between their gruesome nature and the complexity of
their character. The research draws on the concepts of identity, power, and
morality to argue that these notions are subjective and even creatures like
vampires are capable of love and care. This cultural shift suggests societys
increasing embrace of diversity and complex interpretations of identity in
the postmodern age. L.J. Smith’s work demonstrates how literary and
cultural landscapes have evolved, resisting absolutism and celebrating
multiplicity.

Keywords: absolutism, monstrosity, postmodernism, romanticization,
traditionalism
Introduction

In the field of literature, the development of narratives often reflects the
beliefs of the time. The gradual evolution of archetypal malevolent monsters
into more complex, multilayered beings, which express their own political
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or social structures, is symbolic of a wider cultural and philosophical shift,
most specifically during the postmodern era. The modern conception of
monsters, like vampires, reflects a broader cultural change because in the
present times “the monster signifies ... a displacement” (Cohen, 1996, p.
4). This research attempts to study in detail how the tradition of
postmodernism has an effect on the way traditional villains are represented,
with particular emphasis on L.J. Smith’s novel The Vampire Diaries. The
study aims to highlight the significant changes by which monsters,
previously cast as ultimate evil, are developed as figures whose identities
challenge the rigid distinctions of traditional fiction.

Despite the monsters’ longstanding role as powerful symbols of
society’s dread and fear, as they represent the darkness of human
civilization, they have nevertheless been portrayed to be cautious against
the wrath of mankind. In the past few decades, however, these monsters
have been subjected to considerable character rehabilitation, often
reimagined as impulsive and complex antiheroes, as they prompt us to
reconsider our cultural beliefs (p. 20). At the core of this shift is the
influence of postmodern philosophy, which establishes skepticism toward
grand narratives and the acceptance of pluralistic, subjective truths, and
shows how monsters are deeply tied to “the vertigo of redefining one’s
understanding of the world” (Mittman, 2017, p. 50). This idea aligns with
theorists like Jean-Frangois Lyotard, who focus on postmodernism’s
“incredulity towards metanarratives” (Lyotard, 1984, p. 24), and
fundamentally call into question the presence of ‘truths’ and emphasize the
need for listening to all voices.

The qualitative nature of this research enables an in-depth examination
of the detailed and nuanced manners in which The Vampire Diaries subverts
traditional narratives of monsters. Through a postmodern lens, it is argued
that Smith presents her vampires, as representative of predation and
darkness, in a way that reveals a changing cultural perspective on the
‘other’. By granting these creatures complexity and humanity, Smith
recontextualizes them, so that they “are paradoxical in that they can be read
as simultaneously positive and negative” (Wright, 2020, p. 174). This
inversion of traditional monster lore is more than an aesthetic one; it is a
response to contemporary culture’s embrace of subjectivity, ambiguity and
rejection of absolutes.
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The implications of this literary shift go beyond individual narratives
and extend to broader societal values and attitudes about norms, traditions,
and morality as monsters take on the fear of what is unknown and
uncontrolled by giving shape to what cannot be spoken, and sometimes even
imagined (p. 183). Contemporary fiction that revels in the monstrous and
the grotesque pushes against the settled binaries of good and evil, hero and
villain. This dissolution of binaries is in line with the postmodern ethos that
advocates for the demystifying of dominant narratives and the recognition
of marginalized accounts. Therefore, this research aims to show that the
literary trend toward so-called monsters, as in The Vampire Diaries, is
actually a postmodern resistant strategy to absolutism and traditionalism.
This study aims to discuss the interaction between the vampire as a romantic
figure and the paradigm shift where literature and cultural concepts of the
21st century enter a new resettling process with a postmodern approach. In
doing so, it argues that this changing image of what evil is and what it means
speaks directly to a larger search for meaning in an age marked by flux and
uncertainty. It is an era in which nothing is solid, nothing is certain, and
nothing is permanent, as old certainties dissolve and fresh narratives arise
to fill the void.

Literature Review

Scholars have extensively analyzed the phenomenon of idealization of
modern monsters, including vampires. The present discussion of the
literature surrounding Smith’s novel The Vampire Diaries demonstrates
how traditional Gothic tropes have been transformed for a contemporary
audience. According to Sanna (2019), in The Vampire Diaries, ‘“vampires
and humans shall be read as both preoccupied with the ties of family” (p.
209), exemplifying the novel’s exploration of familial ties through a gothic
structure. This examination of complicated family relationships highlights
the evolution of vampires as monsters to figures that reflect more relatable
human concerns. Another important theme explored in The Vampire Diaries
is immortality and the afterlife. Amy Williams Wilson (2024) notes the
novel’s original storyline for Bonnie Bennett, in which issues of life after
death are explored more deeply than with any other character who is not a
vampire. Wilson states that “Bonnie often seems to hold more power than
the vampires” (p. 41), which signals a subversion of the typical power
dynamics found in supernatural narratives.
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Discussion of The Vampire Diaries has also touched on colonial themes.
Lush (2017) asserts that the Mikaelson vampires or “The Originals™ are
characters that “displace actual Native American peoples” (p. 293). This
choice demonstrates a gothic anxiety tied to colonial histories and includes
a subtle critique of how historical narratives are inscribed in the story.
Kimberley McMahon-Coleman (2016) examines the intersection of
disability and vampirism by viewing Elena Gilberts turning into a vampire
through “the lens of acquired disability” (p. 165), thereby illuminating
vampirism as a physical change that informs contemporary understandings
of vampire identity. The discussion extends to the reception of the novel in
international settings. According to Wang (2024), the story “has been
widely spread and loved by Chinese audience” (p. 179). The analysis
applies Skopos Theory to both general and subtitle translations, and
underscores the importance of cultural-specific items for audiences outside
the original context. These studies reveal the impact of translation strategies
on the interpretation and popularity of the monster narrative in different
cultural settings.

The humanization of monsters, and particularly the moral complications
exhibited by the characters of Stefan and Damon Salvatore, has drawn
significant attention. Azmi et al. (2018) note that morality “does play a role
in applying a certain type of attractiveness to the creature of the night that
are supposed to be a figure of dread” (p. 155). This transformation of
traditional monster archetypes into more desirable beings marks a shift in
the vampire narrative “from Draculas monstrous and predatory figure to a
more romanticized and conflicted one” (Faza, 2015, p.1). Lampert-Weissig
(2018) critiques some narrative choices in The Vampire Diaries, observing
that the “emphasis on a Nordic origin for its “Original” vampires, combined
with obfuscation of the history and legacy of slavery and racism in the
United States, results in a narrative that ultimately, if inadvertently,
legitimates white nationalist claims” (p. 43). Thus, the literature
demonstrates not only evolving interpretations of monstrosity, but also the
novel’s broader social and cultural implications.

Although much scholarship has focused on themes of family,
immortality, colonial narratives, and the evolution of monstrous figures,
there appears to be a relative scarcity of sustained examination of these
developments through the lens of postmodern theory. The postmodern
perspective, especially Lyotard’s concept of skepticism toward overarching
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or universal narratives, offers a significant theoretical basis for
understanding how Smith ’s novel interrogates traditional binaries of good
and evil, and how the sympathetic representation of former antagonists
strongly aligns with postmodern tendencies to multiply perspectives and
resist universal narratives. It is through this framework that the present
research seeks to address a gap in the literature, providing further insight
into the specific ways in which postmodern thought informs the depiction
of vampires in The Vampire Diaries and, by extension, the broader cultural
transformation of the monster trope.

Methods and Materials

This study aims to examine the influence of postmodern philosophy on the
representation of traditional monsters in contemporary fiction with specific
attention to the novel series by L.J. Smith, The Vampire Diaries. A
qualitative and explorative research design is used, as this approach is well-
suited to analyze the multiple narratives and layered characterizations
present in the text. Consistent with Jean-Frangois Lyotard’s assertion that
postmodernism is defined by “incredulity toward metanarratives” (Lyotard,
1984, p. 24), this research draws on the rejection of overarching narratives
to critically interpret the transformation of monsters and the shifting
boundaries of good and evil within the text.

Data for this research is obtained through an extensive literature review
and an in-depth textual analysis of The Vampire Diaries, particularly The
Awakening and The Struggle. Sources include journal articles, book
chapters, and theoretical works, all of which contribute to a foundational
understanding of how postmodern values influence literary characterization
and thematics. As an explorative study, the primary objective is to map
connections between postmodernism and the monstrous archetype,
connections that remain insufficiently examined in existing literary
criticism, by identifying patterns through close reading and contextual
analysis. This approach is intended to add to the ongoing academic debate
on the impact of postmodern ideas in contemporary fiction.

To investigate the novel’s romanticization of monsters, the analysis
relies on postmodern theory to explore structural elements that recast
vampires and influence readers perception of monstrosity, identity, and
human nature in a postmodern context. According to Lyotard, narratives
“define what has the right to be said and done in the culture in question” (p.
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23), and so this research utilizes a multidisciplinary lens to capture the
novel’s engagement with cultural and philosophical questions. By
examining The Vampire Diaries as a retelling of genres and archetypes, the
study seeks to clarify the ways in which postmodernism shapes both
narrative form and cultural meaning, especially through its resistance to
fixed categories and its emphasis on plurality and subjectivity. In this way,
the research positions the novel within a broader postmodern condition and
investigates its contribution to the evolving depiction of monstrosity in
literature.

Analysis and Discussion

This chapter explores the emergence of postmodern theory and its rejection
of grand narratives that have traditionally presented monsters as instruments
of evil by analyzing how classic monsters are represented in L.J. Smith’s
The Vampire Diaries. Postmodernism has been associated with the
breakdown of binary oppositions; the morality of the vampires within the
novel, who are at once hyper indulgent and sympathetic, illustrates this.
This careful examination will seek to frame how these renderings relate to
the postmodern concepts of subjective and relative truth, resulting
ultimately in a shift away from more socially normative notions of morality.
This chapter looks at a larger societal trend of rehabilitating the ‘monster’
in contemporary literature by focusing on the storytelling techniques that
give validity to the feelings and behaviors of characters that have been long
understood to be villains. Subsequently, The Vampire Diaries can be seen
as a case study of how postmodern rhetoric allows for a subversion of
narrative norms, and invites viewers to reevaluate what monstrosity means,
how it manifests, in a world so clearly informed by contemporary
storytelling.

Identity, Power, and Introspection in The Vampire Diaries

The skepticism regarding the existence of a single, universal truth is
pervasive in the postmodern era because of an “incredulity towards
metanarratives” (p. 24). This theoretical framework is crucial to
understanding the romanticized depictions of vampires in modern fiction.
L.J. Smith’s The Vampire Diaries: The Awakening is an example of this
change as it portrays evil monsters like Stefan and Damon Salvatore in an
increasingly sophisticated light. Smith uses these characters to question the
orthodox metanarrative of vampires as wholly evil creatures. Stefan is
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introduced with a real internal struggle and remorse: “He hadn’t meant to
kill it...He was lucky that this time he’d killed only a rabbit” (Smith, 2010a,
p-8). The novel thus constructs a two-dimensional monstrosity layered with
nuanced conflict that features empathy at its core rather than simply
focusing on fear. Steeped into the postmodern condition is an understanding
that truth is subjective, and so this monstrous being can be examined in an
unconventional manner.

Smith explores this complexity in the way he depicts Stefan’s desire for
connection and normality. As conveyed in the narrative, “But he was tired
of living in shadows. He was tired of the darkness, and of the things that
lived in it. Most of all, he was tired of being alone” (p. 8), the character’s
self-reflection encourages readers to reconsider the absolute evil that is
often assigned to vampires. This theme of introspection is extended through
the relationship between Stefan and his brother, Damon. Damon is a more
traditional vampire in both attitude and action, yet he defies strict villainy.
Damons presence creates a dynamic of rivalry and jealousy, exemplified in
Stefan’s feelings: “He wanted, in that instant, to strike Damon, to smash that
beauty to pieces” (p. 21). The competition and underlying bond between the
brothers illustrate the complex network of relationships and the moral
ambiguity tied to them, which is reflective of postmodern understandings
of identity as constituted through relationships and uncertainty.

The novel also presents moments where power and exclusion are
negotiated, revealing how fear and belonging are central to the experience
of monstrosity. Elena’s impression of Stefan—"“There would never be a
place where he could belong completely, where he could truly be himself.
Unless he chose to belong to the shadows” (p. 9)—expresses a tension not
of good and evil but of inclusion and otherness. This struggle points to a
postmodern resistance to grand narratives that depict monsters as the
embodiment of evil. Instead, Smith highlights the character’s dual existence
as both a predatory and vulnerable outsider, demonstrating how identity in
a postmodern context is inherently fluid, and subject to societal constructs.

The romanticization of vampires in Smith’s novel is closely tied to the
capacity for introspection and moral deliberation. The narrative illustrates
that these so-called monsters undergo struggles similar to those experienced
by humans and pushes readers to recognize the relativity of evil and the
complexity of survival. Lyotard’s perspective that “the narrative function is
losing its functors, its great hero, its great dangers, its great voyages, its
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great goal” (Lyotard, 1984, p. 24) is evident in the way Smith moves away
from clear dichotomies, focusing instead on navigating uncertainty and the
search for meaning. The interplay of danger, connection, and desire between
Stefan and Elena, as well as the rivalry with Damon, is not just an inversion
of traditional monster lore, but also an example of the postmodern tendency
to embrace complexity and ambiguity in storytelling.

Damon’s character further complicates the depiction of the vampire.
Described as having “dark beauty and grace and the sensuality that drew
women to him like moths to a flame” (Smith, 2010a, p. 21), Damon
embodies the idea of the seductive “other” who attracts rather than merely
terrifies. This shift from dread to admiration aligns with the postmodern
inclination to explore the multifaceted nature of identity, power, and
possible empathy for the “Other.” The narrative’s approach to monstrosity
thus sets aside simple categorical boundaries, and instead highlights
struggle, contradiction, and the possibility of connection.

Taken together, by reconfiguring the traditional image of the monster,
L.J. Smith’s The Vampire Diaries demonstrates how modern narratives can
humanize beings once seen as the ultimate other. Through its focus on
identity, power, and introspection, the novel reflects a broader cultural
movement toward understanding evil, difference, and belonging as relative
and negotiated, rather than absolute, thus making possible a new form of
empathy with the monster.

Romanticized Monsters and Morality

In The Vampire Diaries, L.J. Smith employs a supernatural romance
where traditional perspectives about vampires are subverted, and the acts
proscribed by society are understood as pathways to personal freedom,
authenticity, and individualism. This satisfies the postmodern condition to
dismantle metanarratives governing moral absolutes, honoring a revolt
against traditional social norms. Stefan Salvatore’s transformation into a
vampire becomes a central point of the narratives exploration of breaking
free from societal constraints. His decision to give up humanity because of
Katherine, when he told Damon that “he had renounced all claim to the
sunlight, and had become a creature of darkness for her” (p. 74), is the
greatest symbol of rejecting society altogether. This transformation gives
him a new life detached from the confines of the human condition,
emphasizing the point that monstrosity may be a path to the self, to
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liberation in the truest sense. This change is more symbolic than physical,
as Stefan negotiates the complexities of his new life, emphasizing the
postmodern celebration of the individual.

It is through the fiery and all-consuming affair between Stefan and Elena
that Smith also highlights this rebellion against the norms. Elena is a human,
the antithesis of his very being, yet he finds himself drawn to her, and it only
complicates Stefans internal struggle. When he admits, “I will die before
touching her, before I broach her veins, [ will die of thirst (p. 74), he reveals
the paradox of his vampirism that he is a monster by nature, but he also
wishes to bond with her within the limits of human morality. This internal
struggle presents Stefans monstrous side not as a curse, but rather as a
means for deep introspection and self-discovery, a refreshing stance that
contrasts sharply with the narrative of the vampire as a purely evil entity.
Elena’s journey is reflective of this, as she tries to reconcile her attraction,
later turned to love, towards Stefan. “Stefans love bathed her, shone through
her, lighting every dark place in her soul like the sun” (p. 67). Here, Elena
enjoys liberation from her strait-laced life and enters a world that society
usually forces people not to think about. In pursuing a romance with Stefan,
Elena confronts the ties between human and monster, good and evil, and
she therefore, embodies the postmodern escape from one type of archetype.
Her acceptance of the complex reality with Stefan is part of a greater
rhythmic rebellion, a rejoicing of the fringe spaces where authenticity lives.

One of the most well-known examples of monsters in postmodern
literature can be found in L.J. Smiths The Vampire Diaries, where the
characters of Stefan and Damon Salvatore challenge the concept of the
traditional monster. Traditionally, vampires and other mythic creatures are
vilified as forces of evil, but this stereotype is undermined in Smith’s story
as the characters are complex and multilayered. For example, while Stefan
is still a vampire, he is also portrayed with qualities that make him
sympathetic, not frightening. One can see his struggle with guilt and
redemption when Elena says of him, “He has so much guilt and he hurts so
much inside. I want to heal him” (Smith, 2010b, p. 34). This humanization
hints at the romanticization of the vampire figure which is one of the
defining qualities of postmodernism, an embrace of multiple truths and
complexity, and a rejection of the singular. Refusing to make Stefan’s
monstrous nature the focus of the story, and instead, illuminating the
characters inner turmoil, Smith subverts traditional understandings, and
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creates a character whose search for personal liberty and authenticity exists
alongside the reality of a vampiric existence.

On the other hand, Damon Salvatore is a much more classical monster,
but his smoldering charisma and mysterious allure got him glamorized
quickly. His violent and dangerous nature is highlighted in his conversation
with Elena: “You asked earlier about my brother. Don’t bother looking for
him, Elena. I killed him last night” (p. 9). Nevertheless, Damon’s appeal is
impossible to deny, and the complexity of his character aligns with the
postmodern theory. By forgoing the evil nature of Damon, Smith creates a
subjective truth in which Damon monstrosities actually enable a rebellious
attitude against the confines of humanity and civilized modesty and
morality. It is also evidenced by Damon’s attempts to seduce Elena into
darkness: “Why not?”” he whispered. “Why not try it, Elena? Be honest. Isn’t
there a part of you that wants to?” (p. 8). This duality is key in understanding
the effect of postmodernism upon the representation of monsters. In a
postmodern world, acts that upset social codes are celebrated as acts of
freedom such as Damon’s seduction of Elena into imagining a life with him
and Stefan’s triumph over monstrous urges for love. Damon’s statement,
“before winter is here, you’ll have joined me. You’ll be mine” (p. 9),
highlights a rebellion against the ambivalence of traditional morality, as the
postmodern world promises individual freedom and power. Postmodern
fiction is not really about redeeming monsters but rather using them to
contest absolutes and create personal narratives of right and wrong where
even the grotesque and bloody are alluringly rendered.

The evolution of these monstrous figures from clichéd demons to
sympathetic characters, who are able to fall in love and have goodness in
their actions, serves as a metaphor for the greater cultural shift in the
postmodern era. The multiplicity and fluidity of identity is highlighted by
Smith because the readers are pushed to recognize this reality as they are
made to witness characters who are neither wholly good nor wholly evil.
The readers are moved to analyze monstrosity and acknowledge the reach
and power of postmodernism in redrawing classic archetypes through these
representations. The Vampire Diaries becomes a commentary on the nature
of postmodern cultural perception, where aggressive monstrosities are
ultimately embraced as potential means for radical individuality and
authenticity. In essence, the novel is a study of postmodern values, and the
very idea of a vampire living an otherwise mundane high school life is an
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act of rebellion against societal norms. The novel depicts a world which
challenges the traditional ideas of self-reliance where the teenage
protagonists are in a quest for authenticity and independence. The story
challenges the boundaries of typical morality as it celebrates the freedom of
choosing an independent path, free of traditions and conventions. Through
the lives of the characters, the text reflects the power of personal
transformation and understanding that occurs when societal expectations
are challenged.

Challenging the Monster Myth

The characters of Stefan and Damon Salvatore from The Vampires
Diaries embody the postmodern tendency to romanticize and
recontextualize traditional monsters. While these figures were purely evil in
the traditional vampire lore, Smith engages into the postmodern themes and
portrays them as complex and multi-layered beings. Such a reinterpretation
is in line with Jean Francois Lyotard and his claim of the postmodern
condition being one of an “incredulity towards metanarratives” (Lyotard,
1984, p. 24). In resisting rigid representations of good against evil, Smith
offers complex figures which, while “dangerous almost beyond
imagination” (Smith, 2010b, p. 83) have humanlike traits and are capable
of love and emotional fragility. Damon has layers of emotion that contradict
the narrative that he is a “predator” having “the mind of a killer” (p. 83),
and it exemplifies the postmodern attribute of character complexity.

Stefan Salvatore represents the postmodern monster who seeks
redemption. Haunted by supernatural abilities and built-in predatory nature,
he attempts to suppress his darker instincts to conform to idealized human
morals. His stance not to fight “his nature” (p. 83) rather legitimizes the
fundamental battle between his inherent monstrous identity and his wish for
humanity. But his love for Elena makes him very sympathetic and renders
him a monster who cares more about morals and love than a traditional
monster who only has an endless appetite. His declaration, “I cant leave
you. That’s settled. Let me worry about the rest of it; I’ll find a way” (p.
105), describes his determination to hold on to love despite all the
challenges and difficulties, and this quality makes him human. In this way,
Stefan’s character becomes a metanarrative as he is a departure from the
evil vampire trope, supporting the postmodern rejection of the absolutes of
good and evil, as this vampire can love, strive for redemption and stay
committed forever.
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Damon Salvatore is also a complex character and is described as
someone with “impossible quickness” (p. 83) as there is mostly a puzzling
motivation behind his actions. His interjection to prevent Elena from
embarrassing herself— “I thought you’d be more interested in how ... I got
invited in for coffee this morning after scraping up an acquaintance last
week” (114)—is a major event that defies the traditional monstrous
archetype, implying that his nature is not altogether evil. When he tells
Elena, “For a price. Of course ... For a few minutes of your time, Elena. A
few drops of your blood. An hour or so spent with me alone” (p. 85), the
depth of his motivation is revealed, highlighting the postmodern ambiguity
and subjectivity of morals.

The tension between Stefan and Damon is a postmodern tapestry of
conflicting ideologies, so much so that the story absolutely defies traditional
categorizations. As Stefan represents the struggle for moral redemption and
coexistence with humanity, Damons rejection of “rules of the dark” (p. 115)
and his contradictory relationship with the power he wields reflect an
acceptance and rejection of their intrinsic nature. Damon’s enigmatic
assertion that “you’re the one I want at my side” (p. 84), emphasizes the
conflicted nature of his desires, creating a narrative that lets readers unearth
the contradictions within his character. It is the postmodern narrative that
enables the novel to depict different layers of characters, and the
postmodern rhetoric allows for a space in which traditional notions of
monstrosity and morality can coincide with unconventional narratives
where Smith plays into a cultural tendency to rewrite who qualifies as a
monster. Through a dynamic and subjective plot, she challenges the concept
of monstrosity and provides a framework to have a different and unique
emotional experience. With Stefan and Damon, Smith effectively subverts
the rigid dualities of good and evil present in classical writing and puts
forward a more uncertain position that resonates with the postmodern
perspective. The Vampire Diaries carries the message that the romanticized
representations of monsters of the postmodern age should be discussed with
a multiplicity of truths.

Conclusion

This research has inspired an exploration of the metamorphosis of
monstrous characters in L.J. Smiths The Vampire Diaries and illuminated
the profound impact that postmodern philosophy has had on present-day
fictive narratives. Through examining the characters of Stefan and Damon
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Salvatore, their relationships, and their internalization, the analysis
highlights a shift in representation of monsters in contemporary discursive
spaces as “monsters can stand as symbols of human vulnerability and crisis,
and as such they play imaginative foils for thinking about our own responses
to menace” (Asma, 2020, p. 290). An analysis of the text reveals that Smiths

narrative employs postmodern elements to subvert the traditional aspects of
a monster, resulting in an intricate portrayal of vampires as
multidimensional entities capable of love, regret, and evolution. Taking
monsters seriously as more than one-dimensional antagonists is consistent
with postmodern notions of subjectivity and relativity, and thus draws
attention to a larger cultural turn that questions social and moral facts.

The narrative therefore goes even further in romanticizing and
humanizing the likes of Stefan and Damon, and, as such, encourages readers
to consider and reconfigure perceptions of monstrosity because society’s
ethical beliefs should be developed in relation to the various real and
imagined challenges that arise (p. 291). Stefans conflicted morality and
quest for redemption, in contrast to Damons dark charisma and inscrutable
motivations, epitomize the postmodern subversion of binary oppositions
and embrace of ambiguity. This reworking of character archetypes speaks
to a greater societal movement to recognize the multiplicity of identities and
move beyond dichotomous categories of morality. The ramifications are not
limited to literature, but also reflect society at large, with the increasing
views on identity, morality, and tradition. Bringing the monstrous to a
hyperreality, the narratives deconstruction of monstrosity represents a
microcosm of postmodern resistance to absolutism, reflecting the societal
embrace of diversity-acceptance of complexity in interpretation and
identity. Through well-crafted vampire narratives, this exploration of
uncertainty redefines what it means to be human.

As discussed, this study ultimately contributes to the academic
conversations around postmodern literature by illuminating how monstrous
tales are being reshaped in texts like The Vampire Diaries. Using a
postmodern lens, this study reveals how the environment of the perception
of literature and culture is slowly changing. The relatively positive view of
monsters is a literary trend and a manifestation of an era of fluidity,
relativity, and the dismantling of absolutes. This journey reinforces
contemporary fictions active role in rewriting narratives as it challenges
readers and society alike to go beyond existing binaries and consider a more
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sophisticated understanding of identity and morality in the 21% century. The
characters of Stefan and Damon Salvatore in L.J. Smith’s work are a shining
example of how the literary and cultural landscapes are integrated in the
postmodern reflection which results in a complex identity of the monstrous.
This complex identity has changed people’s perceptions about the
traditional concept of evil and the gruesome and violent nature of monsters
is regarded and celebrated as a state of rebellion against social norms and
traditions. As a result, the idea of subjectivity is given preference, and the
place of absolutes is undermined in modern society.

Conflict of Interest

The author of the manuscript has no financial or non-financial conflict
of interest in the subject matter or materials discussed in this manuscript.

Data Availability Statement

The data associated with this study will be provided by the
corresponding author upon request.

Funding Details
No funding has been received for this research.
References

Asma, S. T. (2020). Monsters and the moral imagination. In J. A. Weinstock
(Ed.), The monster theory reader (pp. 283-292). University of
Minnesota Press.

Azmi, M. N. L., Moderin, C. R., & Sidek, H. H. M. (2018). A study of
humanity in Smith’s The Vampire Diaries: The Awakening.
International Journal of Asian Social Science, 8(3), 155-163.
https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.1.2018.83.155.163

Cohen, J. J. (1996). Monster culture (seven theses). In J. J. Cohen (Ed.),
Monster theory: Reading culture (pp. 3—25). University of Minnesota
Press.

Faza, M. M. (2015). Flesh and blood: Reading monstrosity and desire in the
Twilight Saga and The Vampire Diaries. Monsters and the Monstrous
Journal, 1-10. https://digibuo.uniovi.es/dspace/handle/10651/30941

Lampert-Weissig, L. (2018). Blood and soil in The Vampire Diaries.
Aeternum. The Journal of Contemporary Gothic Studies, 5(1), 43-59.

Department of English and Literary Studies }1@6&‘7
\?V

UMT—121

Volume 11 Issue 1, Spring 2025


https://doi.org/10.18488/journal.1.2018.83.155.163
https://digibuo.uniovi.es/dspace/handle/10651/30941

Romanticizing the Monster...

https://www.medievallit.org/course materials/Lampert publications/L
ampert_blood_soil vampires.pdf

Lush, R. M. (2017). Original sin: Frontier horror, gothic anxiety and
colonial monsters in The Vampire Diaries. Horror Studies, 8(2), 293—
312. https://doi.org/10.1386/host.8.2.293 1

Lyotard, J.-F. (1984). The postmodern condition: A report on knowledge
(G. Bennington & B. Massumi, Trans.). University of Minnesota Press.
(Original work published 1979).

McMahon-Coleman, K. (2016). What Elena did: Dis/ability in The Vampire
Diaries. Journal of Asia-Pacific Pop Culture, 1(2), 165-180.
https://doi.org/10.5325/jasiapacipopcult.1.2.0161

Mittman, A. S. (2017). Introduction: The impact of monsters and monster
studies. In A. S. Mittman & P. J. Dendle (Eds.), The Ashgate research
companion to monsters and the monstrous (pp. 1-14). Routledge.

Sanna, A. (2019). Family concerns in The Vampire Diaries. Gothic Studies,
21(2),209-222. https://doi.org/10.3366/gothic.2019.0023

Smith, L. J. (2010a). The Vampire Diaries: The awakening (vol. 1).
HarperCollins Publishers.

Smith, L. J. (2010b). The Vampire Diaries: The struggle (Vol. 2).
HarperCollins Publishers.

Wang, Y. (2024). A study on -culture-specific items in light of
Skopostheorie: A case study of The Vampire Diaries. Academic Journal
of  Humanities & Social ~ Sciences, 7(3), 179-187.
https://doi.org/10.25236/ajhss.2024.070328

Wilson, A. W. (2024). Bonnie Bennett and the beyond: An exploration of
one representation of the afterlife in The Vampire Diaries. Australasian
Journal of Popular Culture, 13(1), 41-55.
https://doi.org/10.1386/ajpc_00086_1

Wright, A. (2020). Monstrous strangers at the edge of the world: The
monstrous races. In J. A. Weinstock (Ed.), The monster theory reader
(pp. 173-187). University of Minnesota Press.

Linguistics and Literature Review

12— IR

Volume 11 Issue 1, Spring 2025


https://www.medievallit.org/course_materials/Lampert_publications/Lampert_blood_soil_vampires.pdf
https://www.medievallit.org/course_materials/Lampert_publications/Lampert_blood_soil_vampires.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1386/host.8.2.293_1
https://doi.org/10.5325/jasiapacipopcult.1.2.0161
https://doi.org/10.3366/gothic.2019.0023
https://doi.org/10.25236/ajhss.2024.070328
https://doi.org/10.1386/ajpc_00086_1

	LLR 11-1-6 md
	6_6729- Formatted

