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The Significance of Sacred Travels between Hinduism and Islam:
A Comparative Study
Sayed Alam Jamal Abdussalam Hasham*
Department of Islamic Studies, University of Lahore, Pakistan

Muhammad Aslam Khan
Department of Islamic Studies, University of Lahore, Pakistan
Abstract
Paying tribute and travelling to sacred places have been prevalent among all religions mainly for
attaining a more lofty and higher rank not only on spiritual level but also to experience a closer
proximity to holy personalities. Hinduism and Islam, being considered among the major religions of
the subcontinent, also emphasized the importance of pilgrimages (or sacred travels), i.e., visits to
certain places in order to overhaul and purify the stained soul that is the abode of human will, worldly
desires and determinations. However, the difference lies in endorsement and execution of performing
pilgrimages. Thus, making our topic a unique blend to actually formulate the exact triangle and its
vertices that keeps the worshipper moving along the whole life. The research aims at drawing
inferences and findings as to what are the real differences that lie between the purpose and
achievement regarding sacred travels in Hinduism and Islam. The research methodology used here
is narrative; and induces comparison to extract practical results.
Keyword: Hinduism, Islam, Purification of soul, Sanctity, Sacred travels, Solitude
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“They are the four Dhams (special or holy place and a seat of religious authority).”

*Corresponding author: Sayed Alam Jamal Abdussalam Hasham at alamjamal1970@gmail.com

[ Salamone, A.Frank, Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals,
Routlege, New York, 2004, P.175.
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“Dwarka brings libertion from the wheel of reincarnation for those who
die within its borders.”?]
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“The Chardham follows a clock-wise direction, imitiating the normal
circumabulation”®
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“Ayodyha, Mathura, Hardvar, Kashi, Ujjain, Dvarka, Kanchi all seven are
said to bestow moksha at the time of death.”

2 Gwynne, Paul, World Religions in Practice, Wiley, 2018, P.296.

Bl Gwynne, Paul, World Religions in Practice, Wiley, 2018, P.296.

Ml Eck, Diana, L, Benaras- City of Light, Knopf, 1982, P. 284. .
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“Timeless city on the banks of Hinduism most sacred river.”!
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“A place whose image is virtually synonymous with being Hindu.”®
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Bl Grover, Nirad, Sacred Sites of the World, Roli Books, 2004, P.115.
1 Gwynne, Paul, World Religions in Practice, Wiley, 2018, P.298.
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“Kumbh: the redeemer of sins.... removes obstacles in man's progress
towards supreme achievements in life.”["]
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“The benefits are: healing, good karma, personal transformation. The more
typical goal is to seek general benefit through darshan and puja.”
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1 Singh, K.V, Hindu Rites and Rituals, Penguin, 2015, P.81.

[ Esposito, John, L., World Religions Today, OUP, 2009, P.362. .
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“Ganges water is used in all religious rituals.”®
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“The Ganges is thus a divine entity and as such many bathing rites are
done along its banks. Ganges water is seen as the best source for purifying
a ritual space so pilgrims collect it and store it for future ritual use.”"
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1 Salamone, Frank, A., Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals,
Routlege, New York, 2004, P.175.
1101 Esposito, John.L, World Religions Today, OUP, 2013, P.360.
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“As the dew is dried up by the morning sun, so are the sins of mankind by
the sight of Himalayas.”*]
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