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Abstract

The Comparative Study of Religions is a branch of study that emerged in the West during the late
nineteenth century. Being a branch of Social Sciences, Comparative Religions nourishes in a
scientific environment; and therefore, started viewing religion as a secular branch of study and a
subjective phenomenon. The term, ‘Comparative Study’ has been used as synonymous with Science
of Religions, History of Religions and Philosophy of Religions. However, the paradigm of
Comparative Religions differs from the traditional pattern of study of other religious traditions and
faiths, viz. to prove the authenticity and veracity of one’s own religion over other religions. This
paper intended to highlight the concept, history, objectives and paradigm of Comparative Religions.
The Western modern Comparative Religionists employs it to develop a sound understanding of the
history, origin, and structure (including religious beliefs, rituals, morals and other important
teachings) as well as agreements and differences among various religions of the world. The objective
of this kind of study is to create impartial observers of other religions; and to develop a universality
to the world’s religion that can be acceptable to the whole of humanity.

Keyword: Comparative Religions, History of religions, Individualism, Philosophy of religions,
Universalism
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*  “The representation of one thing or person as similar to like another.

*  An examination of two or more items to establish similarities and dissimilarities” .
Sy A Ly Lo e (W,f."g &b 2 L LB L1 = 3L 3 “Comparison” Qf
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A Merriam-Webster, New Collegiate Dictionary, (S.V.: Comparison), (Massachusetts: G & C

Merriam  Company, 1924 AD) rre.
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“To mark or point out the similarities and differences of (two or more things); to
bring or place together (actually or mentally) for the purpose of noting the

similarities and differences”. "
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“Comparison is a fundamental mental activity: grouping some things together
under a common class or pattern, but also noticing how the examples vary in
relation to each other. Such connections and relations are the basis of thought and
science... It is on the basis of comparison that generalization, interpretations, and
theories are formed. Hence, comparative frames can create new ways of

perceiving and organizing the world”.’
A il R e (UK 3 45U Comparison” S e bl 61 £ e K o
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:+¢5@/:;»u;J Comparative ReligionJ/t» £ The Encyclopedia of Religion

“The term Comparative Religion, a shortened form of the comparative study of
religion (or religions), became current in the late nineteenth century as a synonym
for the Science of religion ... as originally conceived, it centered on the
application of the comparative (or scientific) method to the data provided by the
religions of the world, past and present. This involved the assignment to each of

" J.A. Simpson, E.S.C. Weiner, The Oxford English Dictionary, (S.V.: Comparison), (UK:
Clarendon Press, 1949 AD) /s

¢ William E. Paden, Encyclopaedia of Religion, Ed. Lindsay Jones (S.V.: Comparative Religion),
(USA: Thomas Gale, Y™ Edition, r++0 AD) r/iAcz.
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a place within a scheme of progress, development, or evolution and assessment of

their values”."

The Comparative Study of religion or religions (/&< S “‘Comparative Religion”J" 93%5 el ,L_wl;ugu/ i
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“Comparative Religion: Its Genesis and Growth” (' 33 ** (% (Louis Henry Jordan) /i § /’ZJ'{)J
Yy :.g»“:’:.é}/?d:'@ﬁc_uﬁ;«@/"',«?:(f“Comparative Religion” %

“Comparative Religion is that Science which compares the origin, structure, and
characteristics of the various Religions of the world, with the view of determining
their genuine agreements and differences, the measure of relation in which they
stand one to another, and their relative superiority or inferiority when regarded as

types”.”
K P L i35 A S e S LT 8 L3 E i S U A G
Lo i & bl ol elio (& Lo S\ ef £ ad N1 JEE s
_E S S S e £ g L
ou,(ﬂg‘ug)uj@&wzu&uqar;/&4/k£ CW!@/;HQ/LWU/“Comparative Religion”
LB U3 R i S i et a3 st S U1 =5 1 _(1ASA_1988) (Joachim Wach)
Lﬁ///"l&"fffﬁd/w:/@éu’lgbwﬂlg;/d/“History of Religions” L“Science of Religions”“fla{;
4LVAS A_g@;}dv’ﬂKCW!ugfjulg!mgjd/“The Comparative Study of Religion” Lu’!!jg:uﬁ.’?

EricJ. Sharpe, Encyclopedia of Religion, Ed. Mircea Eliade (S.V.: Comparative

Religion), (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1sA1 AD) r/scA.; Eric J.

Sharpe, Comparative Religion: A History, (London: Gerald Duckworth & Co.
Ltd, ¥ Edition, 1941 AD) 1.

Louis Henry Jordan, Comparative Religion: Its Genesis and Growth, (Edinburgh: T.&. T. Clark,

19+0 AD) .

Joseph M. Kitagawa (Foreword Writer) on “The Comparative Study of Religions”, Book author:

Joachim Wach, (New York: Columbia University Press, 196A AD) xiii.

< Yo

i A ot
Kot =S alb a2



AN AEy o I (BT S

J;Qi'/j”/u{i/gqﬁ'&(iwm?r q-énd’baf/(Religious Studies) '/,,iﬁ«ﬁ#"‘; LS (uu’i
'LL:/C}/‘L’/UW'/(V Z(Comparative Theology) &}J};”?;!K//?/;”L
6/%5’,/:}/,EJGufuﬁ/!ﬁﬂﬁjﬁulfgd/;/’wg,vfLL//(..AJ/‘:J?LU:’/VJ}V_«Q/C).L.;!J@

:ujd’ Lib./;j
“It [The Science of religion] divides itself naturally into the philosophy and the

history of religion. These two divisions are most closely connected”. "
MG’»;JI,W;IZ;;?JUQ:!J@'L}}’ r
(Friedrich Max Miiller) /v & 4% axlil) b ' 7 (b o7 (31 € b § oot JB G
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' Sharpe, Comparative Religion: A History, +-r.

AVCI, Betll. "Comparative Theology: An Alternative to Religious Studies or Theology of
Religions' (Turkey: Department of Religious Studies & School of Islamic Studies, Ibn Haldun
University) Religions 4, no. (r+1A) : AF. https://doi.org/ 1419+ /reld+r+Ar.

Pierre Daniel Chantepie de la Saussaye, Manual of the Science of Religion, English Translator:
Beatrice S. Colyer Fergusson, (London: Longmans Green and Company, 1Ast AD) .
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" Sharpe, Comparative Religion: A History, rsa.
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“Comparative Religion was the title given at first to the combined study of various
religions. What had to be done was to compare these systems. The facts about
them had to be collected, the systems arranged according to the best information
procurable, and then laid down side by side, that it might be seen what features

99 V&

they had in common and what each had to distinguish it from others”.

St h 5 St sl 37 LGN E oo o) 35 s Py Jlp 3 L S5 a4
LR U IS 00 S bt bl S P s 2 W6 e d 15 L) St Yok s
Lo

“Wilfred Cantwell Smith () 3)3-Y+++) an influential Christian comparativist and
specialist in Islam, emphasized that the comparative study of religion needed to
responsibly describe the living qualities and values of other people’s faiths in a
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way that those persons themselves would be able to recognize”.
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“The discipline on which Max Mueller expounded had three basic aims: to
analyze the common elements of different religions and myths, to study the
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development and evolution of religion, and to discover the origin of religion”.
(U3t Ta Sl J6 57 L (Paul Gwynne) s Jyies 34 s >
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"

D. D. Allan Menzies, History of Religion, (New York: Charles Scribner’s sons, 1436 AD)r.

1

Lindsay Jones (Editor) Encyclopedia of Religion (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 13«
AD) r/ince.

" Ghulam Haider Aasi, Muslim Contributions to the History of Religions, The American Journal of

Islamic Social Sciences, (USA: International Institute of Islamic Thought,) Vol.A, Issue No. r, (1341
AD) mir.
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“The comparative study of religions provides the broader context into which more
familiar faith systems can be situated and thus better understood. It can highlight
the distinctive features that render each religion truly unique, while at the same
time revealing fascinating areas of intersection between faiths... It is not primarily
concerned with the veracity or credibility of the religious claims involved. Nor is
it about demonstrating that one religion is more advanced or complete than

another”."”
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Lg:g/«.sﬁ'ﬁzruﬁ_,fu_iﬁw;ﬂwu?Tavéwwﬁd‘({uyagrw1’%%4_,{’JZ_/U:IL“
QUi S’Lat’/_wl/cuﬁ’..)J/d(uUlW:,U!/JG;LULM@:Jdfjg}u’l/’:’,ﬁnfla(kL}fl{.wl/
AW@K@Q«?LH@J/L.’/MWU'f"g?_ufian’lpgglﬁ&kﬁéoﬁ;;?%t/_}/;ﬁ,wu:;,,k/uyf
;&L&fL_,/“z.{uf(gj‘;(“ngw<L¢yfcﬁ5’o(uvf9€):nugftg)_.,uzt{diy(«UlLL/
SN AN - SR P TNy JER S YN =L G VD DV G M 40 o

-
3

“When the term comparative religion is used today, its meaning is quite
different... However, its larger purpose, when I place these religions alongside
others, will be to try to obtain a picture of the whole range and diversity of worship
and come to grips with such a question as why does man worship? as well as how
does he worship?. Ultimately it may be possible to answer the question, what is
worship? | cannot explain this fully by referring only to my own religion which
does not encompass every way of worship, and, in any case. | may be too involved
to act as an impartial observer or to be capable of receiving new insights from

.99 IA
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“Recent works on the religions of the world regarded as a whole have been called
histories...The use of the term “history” indicates that the study has passed into a

1<

Paul Gwynne, World Religions in Practice: A Comparative Introduction (USA: Blackwell
Publishing, r++3 AD) I-r.
" William Owen Cole (Editor), Five World Faiths, (London: Cassel Publishers Limited, 1331 AD) 3.
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new phase, and it now aims at something more than the accumulation of materials
and the pointing out the resemblances and analogies, namely, at arranging the
materials at its command so as to show them in an organic connection...What
everyone with any interest in the subject is striving after, is a knowledge of the
religions of the world...connected with each other and as forming parts of one
whole. Our science, in fact, is seeking to grasp the religions of the world as
manifestations of the religion of the world...The foremost writers on the science
of religion are full of conviction; they call their works histories, and attempt to
show that the religions of the world have a vital connection with each other and

59 V4

are manifestations in different ways of the same spirit”.

1@/&&%/#&56/}&."&“&]({%1JGTU’!

“Alongside such views of other religions, another religious approach existed, one that
could broadly be called universalism. In that version of comparison, all religions refer to
the same underlying spiritual reality, manifest through varying cultural forms-just as water
remains water regardless of what is called in different languages. Even in the world of
ancient Greece, there was a well-known doctrine of “the equivalence of the gods”. Thus,
the fifth century BCE historian Herodotus could report that the gods of the Egypt were
basically Egyptian names for Greek divinities. In the Far East, Buddhists commonly
interpreted native Chinese and Japanese gods as “manifestations” of cosmic buddhas.
Universalism remains popular form of comparative religion for those interested in

sameness and unity rather than difference”.”
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“There exists an ancient and universal religion”.
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Allan Menzies, History of Religion, r-r.
Thomas Gale, Encyclopedia of Religion, */iazz-iAzA.
Max Muller, Jon R. Stone, The Essential Max Muller: on Language, Mythology and Religions, (UK: Palgrave

Macmillan, resr)rev.
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“There is no one alive today who knows enough to say with confidence whether
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one religion has been greater than all other”.
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A Merriam-Webster, New Collegiate Dictionary, (S.V.: Comparison), (Massachusetts: G & C Merriam Company, 1449
AD)

AVCI, Betil. "Comparative Theology: An Alternative to Religious Studies or Theology of Religions?" (Turkey:
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