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“Contemporary Lethal Autonomous Weapons” and Islamic Perspective
Muhammad Tayyab Usmani*

International Islamic University, Islamabad
Abstract

The aim of this article is to introduce the Autonomous Weapon Systems (AWS) or Lethal
autonomous weapon systems (LAWS); and its numerous problematic issues. Furthermore, it argues
in favor of Islamic theoretical foundation to ban these weapons based on fundamental Islamic
doctrines that concerned with human rights, war, weapons development and human life-saving
principles in the perspective of magasid al-shart ‘a and Sadd al-dhara’i. Similar principles could be

traced in international treaties, for instance Geneva Conventions (1949), that firmly established an

international customary law ensuring fundamental human rights for all humans regardless of their
nature, culture or religion. | have endeavored to argue in this Islamic doctrinal study that in order to
establish a treaty one must express major concerns and serious threats to humans’ lives, their basic
rights and vast changes in ethics and laws for war and weapons development before legal appearance
of far-reaching range of autonomous weapons systems.

Keywords: Autonomous weapon systems, maqasid al-shari‘a, human rights, Sadd al-dhara’l,
Geneva Conventions, customary law
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*  Lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS)
*  Autonomous weapon systems (AWS)

*  robotic weapons

*  Killer robots

*  slaughterous
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“An autonomous weapon system that is designed to provide human
operators with the ability to intervene and terminate engagements,
including in the event of a weapon system failure, before unacceptable

levels of damage occur.”
_qugf/;?““fr_" human ‘on—the—100p"ci_ﬁ/ﬂ'ﬁdflxul']uﬁﬁ
" Semi-autonomous weapon system ",(sTzsF = rr
e bt LTS S P Sub e bbb steeF £ T BTN S

"A weapon system that, once activated, is intended to only engage
individual targets or specific target groups that have been selected by
a human operator."”

ST BT LG i Eeassis Lol L sSSP a1 S EAF B F W

_‘gt'lg.l,f/:??uﬂ'{c" human in—the—loop"cl_+CC/4)

'US Department of Defense (2012) "Autonomy in Weapon Systems”, 2012Glossary, Part II,
Definitions

" Autonomy in Weapon Systems", 2012Glossary, Part II, Definitions
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" Autonomous weapon system " st (2,5 rr

b L S £
“A weapon system that, once activated, can select and engage
targets without further intervention by a human operator.”™
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