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Quran’s Public Hermeneutical Treatment:
A Comparative Analysis with Reformation Movement
Amjid Islam *
University of the Punjab, Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan.
Aysha Afzal
The Islamia University of Bahawalpur, Bahawalpur, Pakistan.

Abstract

In this content analysis study, the decision about the public hermeneutical treatment and
translation of the Holy Quran in modern educational institutions is investigated. A Quran
course has now become a necessary subject in universities, colleges, and high schools.
This article is actually a comparative analysis of the Christian reformation movement and
this HEC’s and state’s decision. So, in this context, it examines the value of Quran’s
translation, the historical context of the Protestant Reformation, and recent developments
in Pakistani institutions regarding the inclusion of Quran’s translation as a subject in the
curriculum. The paper addresses the recent decision in Punjab, Pakistan, to make Quranic
studies with Urdu translation mandatory at universities, colleges and high schools. The
state's goal in implementing this decision is to create a deeper understanding of faith and
promote Islamic ideals among Muslim youth. It is vital to highlight that the decision was
made by government officials rather than religious professors. While the state's goals
may appear to be noble, making Quranic study a requirement in modern institutions
raises worries about dilution of Quranic teachings and potential distortion of Islamic
beliefs. The study raises important questions concerning the consequences of teaching
Quranic interpretation on scientific breakthroughs and its ramifications for specialized
domains of knowledge. The integration of Quranic studies in modern education calls for a
careful examination of the relationship between traditional teachings and the evolving
nature of educational institutions. The study prompts reflection on whether Quranic
education is necessary for every academic discipline and whether the state should be
responsible for the policies and regulations concerning this integration. It also addresses
the intellectual challenges posed by modern educational structures, their methodologies,
and the need for a holistic understanding of the Quran in the contemporary world.

Key words: Reformation, Interpretation, Hermeneutics, Modern Education, Modern
Institutions
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> The Protestant Reformation refers to the widespread religious, cultural, and
social upheaval of )1th-century Europe that broke the hold of the medieval
Church, allowing for the development of personal interpretations of the
Christian message and leading to the development of modern nation-states. It is
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considered one of the most important events in Western history’’.
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1 Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, "Reformation," Encyclopedia Britannica, April &,F+Fr,
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< G. Ebeling, "Die Anfange von Luthers Hermeneutik," Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und Kirche ®A (1981): 12 n.
A Jean Grondin and Joel Weinsheimer, Introduction to Philosophical Hermeneutics, trans. Joel Weinsheimer
(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1997), F3-r7, http://www.j stor.org/stable/j.ctt"’f’bfxq.
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I” Euan Cameron, The European Reformation (New York: Clarendon Press, 1941) IF4-107, chap. 9.

I~ Paul A. Bishop, "Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation” (Hillsborough Community College, ¥ «/™).
16 Alister E. McGrath, The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation (John Wiley & Sons, ¥+ *A).

1M Alister E. McGrath, The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation (John Wiley & Sons, F++A).

I« Euan Cameron, The European Reformation (New York: Clarendon Press, 1991), (FY-1r, chap. 9.
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“The historical decision to teach the Quran with Urdu translation has been
implemented. This would be a compulsory subject in universities of Punjab

without which a degree won’t be awarded”."
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“’Teaching of Holy Quran in Pakistani universities’’
(et it s Juwgu:u%gu/@ﬁ},ng
“The teaching of holy Quran in universities is fundamental in providing Muslim

youth with a deeper understanding of their faith as well as in preservation and
observance of Islamic values of morality, ethics and social justice. In view of its

importance and in line of the senate resolution no.er+ passed of the 11 of January

FA(F el |u!]&»/lrd)?ujtzﬁﬂ)gfﬁ’?m/{;’L})’J/Lruﬁ/{ul’g IA
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retr(enclosed), all the Pakistani universities/degree awarding institutes are

advised to incorporate a course on holy Quran with translation, tajveed and
tafseer for Muslim students as a mandatory degree award requirement for all

undergraduate degree programs with effect from fall r+r+ without making in part

of the examination or provision of additional marks. The course shall be non-
credited. A comprehensive compliance report with detailed delivery mechanism
and protocols thereof dully approved by the concerned statutory body of the
universities/DALI in response to this advisory must be fundamental to this office
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