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Manzoor Ahmed Al Azhari
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Abstract

The concept of fifth-generation warfare (°GW) is becoming increasingly relevant in
modern times. Unlike traditional warfare, *°GW is fought in an unconventional manner
using information warfare, propaganda, and cyber-attacks. The goal of *GW is not to
defeat the enemy militarily, but rather to destabilize their society psychologically and
mentally through a long-term war that operates beyond geographical boundaries and
limitations. In this context, there is a pressing need to raise awareness about the
importance of fifth-generation warfare in the light of Islamic teachings. The Qur'an and
Sunnah provide a framework for understanding the nature of warfare and the principles
of defense. The Messenger of the Universe also demonstrated strategic foresight in his
approach to warfare, which can serve as a guide for contemporary military leaders. Using
a qualitative research methodology, the study analyzes the relevant literature, like;
scholarly articles, books, and government reports on °GW and Islamic teachings. The
findings of the research suggest that °GW poses a serious threat to the stability and
security of Muslim societies. The paper argues that a comprehensive approach to security
is necessary to protect against this threat, which includes economic, political, and social
measures. In conclusion, this paper provides a valuable contribution to the understanding
of °GW and its implications for Muslim societies. It emphasizes the importance of
raising awareness about this issue in the light of Islamic teachings and developing
proactive defense strategies to counter this threat. The paper offers practical
recommendations for policymakers and military leaders on how to effectively confront
the challenge of °GW and ensure the security and stability of their societies.

Key Words: Fifth-generation warfare, Information warfare, Cyber warfare, Disinformation
war, Psychological Warfare, Propaganda, Technology, °th GW, War of Ideology, Seerah.
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"oGW is the battle of perceptions and information
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"Wars of perception are °GW, with information being the weapon, due
to increased technology of cyberspace, media, social media, his
noticeability of these tactics of deception and propaganda backed by
identity construction and misperception, and the power of shaping the

nt

will of the adversary
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"In this battle of the minds, a cyberwar is taking place, turning ordinary
people into insurgents against their own governments through

propaganda and misinformation".”
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"H. Abbott, Daniel, "The Handbook of 5GW" (USA: Nimble Books LLC, r+i+) Deichman, Shane,
supra note, r:ir.

" Qureshi, Waseem Ahmad, "Fourth and Fifth Generation Warfare Technology and Perception”
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" Qureshi,"Fourth and Fifth Generation Warfare Technology and Perception,” rir.
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You never knew you were at war.

* You never saw what hit you.

You never knew there was a chance for victory.

You never knew that you were defeated.

*

*

*

*

You don’t believe in any of the above. °

" Munawar Sabir, "Fifth- Generation War," https://www.jworldtimes.com/old-site/pakistan-
affairs/january-r+r+ /, (accessed on: «a:r1 PM «o Feb rerr).
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H. Abbott, Daniel, The Handbook of sGW (USA: Nimble Books LLC, r+i+) Deichman,
Shane, supra note.

Qureshi, Waseem Ahmad, Fourth and Fifth Generation Warfare Technology and
Perception (SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL LAW JOURNAL,r-19).

i F
oc UMT

;r~rr‘/1-éug(r,,|.5,mig

P

AN
Y
b yd




