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Determination of East and West in the light of Qur*an and Sunnah, An
Investigative Review

Noor Akram*
Govt Boys Degree College, Jhuddo, Pakistan.

Abstract

The concept of East and West has existed since ancient times. The side from which the
sun came up/ rises was called the east, and the side from which it goes down/sets was
called the west. In the course of British rule, due to the availability of fast travel
resources, as well as British conquests from the American continent to the Asian
continent, as well as the problems of world trade. There was a need for a universal
beginning and end date. Because the world is round, and the sun rises and sets every hour
of the day in certain areas. For this reason, it was considered necessary to establish a date
line from which the day and date should be considered to begin. In the Pacific Ocean, the
date line between America and Asia is accepted. Although there is no geographical
definition of East and West in the Qur'an and Sunnah, but if we examine the words used
for East and West in the Qur'an, the wording of the Dual used in it for East and West with
the story of Dhul-Qarnain together, we understand that the date line between Africa and
America should be considered. In this case, the word Eastern in the Holy Qur'an refers to
North and South America, whereas the word Western refers to Europe and African
continent. In addition, the word ‘“Mashrigain” and “Maghrabain” may also indicates that
there should be two date lines, separately for the sun and the moon, respectively.
Therefore, if the date line of the moon is set at a distance of YA+ degrees from the date
line assumed after Europe and Africa, then the problem of the date of moon can also be
solved.

Key words: Dateline, East, West, Quran, Geography, Atlantic Ocean, America, Two
Oceans meeting, Moon dateline,
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The International Date Line (IDL) is an imaginary line on Earth's surface
defining the boundary between one day and the next. The International Date

Line (IDL) is located at about 1A+° east (or west). It is halfway around the world

from the prime meridian (+° longitude), the reference point of time zones, which

runs through Greenwich, UK. The date line runs from the North Pole to the
South Pole and marks the Western and Eastern Hemisphere divide. It is not
straight but curves around landmasses and national borders. For example, it
leans towards the east at the Bering Strait between Asia and North America,
leaving Cape Dezhnev in Russia a day ahead of Cape Prince of Wales in Alaska

y
even though they are only A« km (&« mi) apart.
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Greenwich meridian, an imaginary line, last established in 1As1, that was used to
indicate +° longitude. It passes through Greenwich, a borough of London, and

"“The International Date Line,” accessed January rs,r+rr, https://www.timeanddate.com/time/dateline.html.
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terminates at the North and South poles. Because it indicated ° longitude, it

was also known as the prime meridian.r
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In October YAA¢ astronomers and representatives from Y@ countries convened in
Washington at the International Meridian Conference to recommend a common
prime meridian for geographical and nautical charts that would be acceptable to

all parties concerned.w
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" “Greenwich Meridian | Definition, History, Location, Map, & Facts | Britannica,” December 16, F+tt,
https://www.britarmica.com/place/Greenwich—meridian.

"UA History of the International Date Line - IAA" International Meridian Conference,” accessed January ¥o,
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Although not the largest of the world’s oceans, the Atlantic has by far the largest
drainage area. The continents on both sides of the Atlantic tend to slope toward

. accessed January &, Mf&ﬁ!—@ﬁ’q’h}’/fé‘(—aifVi9rw'ﬂ/l:,;A[.).f@jilﬁgd}/l(,ﬁluf}’l[ﬁf@l «“@
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it, so that it receives the waters of a great proportion of the major rivers of the
world; these include the St. Lawrence, the Mississippi, the Orinoco, the
Amazon, the Rio de la Plata, the Congo, the Niger, the Loire, the Rhine, the
Elbe, and the great rivers draining into the Mediterranean, Black, and Baltic
seas. In contrast to the South Atlantic, the North Atlantic is rich in islands, in the
variety of its coastline, and in tributary seas. The latter include the Caribbean
Sea, the Gulfs of Mexico and St. Lawrence, and Hudson and Baffin bays on the

west and the Baltic, North, Mediterranean, and Black seas on the east. "
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The Atlantic Ocean is the saltiest of all the five oceans “

<‘ad:g51£)c?/ufu”/4/u;f£u’jg3lf.

The Atlantic Ocean may not look clear due to pollutants such as oil spills and
plastic products. An increase in waste and pollutant increase the number of

Phytoplankton.'A

" “Atlantic Ocean | Definition, Map, Depth, Temperature, Weather, & Facts | Britannica,” January 19, ¥+,
httpst//WWW.britannica.com/place/Atlantic—Ocean.

'““Atlantic Ocean Facts and Characteristics - Science”Fun,” February &, Ferr, httpsl//sciencefvfun.info/atlamic—ocean/.

" Chrissie Smuts, “Why Is The Atlantic Ocean Not Clear? » Savoteur,” June IA, ¥ +F'F, https://savoteur.com/why—is—

the—atlantic—ocean—not—clear/ .
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